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HI-LIGHTER: DIGITAL IMAGE EVENT RECORDER  

An eye for detail

  

As a designer and producer of digital CCTV systems we are often asked, Can we 
zoom in on the recorded im age . I n the past the only pract ical solut ion was to use a 
fully functional pan tilt zoom camera (PTZ). However, although PTZ cameras offer 
18x or 25x optical zoom factors, they can only zoom before capture ie pre-
acquisition. In addition they correspondingly reduce the scene area as they zoom in 
to focus on fine detail, losing the remainder of the scene, as illustrated by figure 1. 

Now that Megapixel digital camera technology has become a cost effective reality, 
new opportunities present themselves to break the traditional barriers of the video 
frame format.  

The Hi-Lighter system is a first in using Megapixel technology for CCTV applications. 
Hi-Lighter stores images at 12x the resolution of broadcast video thus zoom can be 
achieved post acquisition ie after capture and without loss of view of the main 
camera scene, illustrated in figure 2. You can therefore zoom in on a subject without 
loss of quality at any time following capture of the scene.  

Hi-Lighter is an event recorder and takes a series of high resolution snap shots. 
Unlike a video recorder it is not designed to replace continuous movement video 
recording.  

Hi-Lighter s m ain applicat ions include: 

Intruder identification 

Crowd monitoring 

Number plate recording for slow moving or static vehicles 

Scanning vehicles or objects for damage monitoring  

Any environments where events are required to be recorded in fine detail.  
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